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PURPOSE OF DECLARATION 

1. This supplemental declaration is to establish diligence from the date of receipt of the 
Invention Record on a date prior to December 17, 1999, that is, the effective date of the prior art 
patent 6,429,129 Bl that was cited by the Examiner, up to the priority filing date (October 4, 
2000) of this application. 

2. The person making this declaration is an attorney of record in this application. 

DILIGENCE 

3. The following statements establish the diligence of the attorney from a time just prior to 
the date of the reference, up to the filing date of the priority application. 

i. On a date prior to December 17, 1999, the effective date of the cited reference 
(6,429,129 Bl), the Intellectual Property Department of The BOC Group, Inc. ("BOC") received 
an invention record directed to the subject matter of this application. 

ii. From a date prior to the effective date until the filing date of the priority 
application, BOC was the target of a failed acquisition by two of its competitors (L' Air Liquide 
and Air Products) during which time three patent attorneys resigned from BOC and only one 
other attorney was left in the Intellectual Property Department thereby tremendously increasing 
my workload and the workload of the remaining attorney. 

iii. From a date prior to the effective date until the filing date of the priority 
application, I was responsible for the preparation and filing of the present application, at least ten 
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other patent applications as well as numerous other responsibilities of the Intellectual Property 
Department. 



iv. From the date of receipt of the invention record until June 30, 2000, 1 performed 
all of my professional responsibilities regarding and arranging for the preparation and filing of 
the present application, the ten other patent applications, the prosecution of pending applications, 
as well as prioritizing all other urgent matters having immediate and imminent deadlines. 

TIME OF PRESENTATION OF THE DECLARATION 

This declaration is submitted in response to a final rejection. 

DECLARATION 

As a person signing below, I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge, are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be 
true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 
1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize 
the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 
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